
Brussels, November 27, 1914.---More busy days. Each day we swear that we will
stop work early and go out to play. Each day we sit at our desks, and darkness
comes down upon us, and we do not get away until nearly eight o'clock.
"Thanksgiving Day" was no exception, and to-day we are going through the same
old performance. Yesterday, by strenuous work, I got down to swept bunkers and
had a good prospect of an easy day. Instead of that there has been a deluge of
Consuls, mail, telegrams, and excited callers, and we are snowed under a heap of
work it will take several days to get out of the way.

We came back to them with a bump, however, when Nasmith came to my flat at
midnight to say that Jeffes had been arrested. And it was done in the usual charming
manner. In the course of the afternoon, the Consul-General. got a note asking him
to go to headquarters "to talk over the case of Mr. Jeffes." It asked also that Jeffes
accompany the Consul-General "to the conference." When they arrived it was
announced that Jeffes was under arrest and to be sent immediately to the Ecole
Militaire. The Consul-General. like the Minister, on the occasion of his visit, was
placed in the position of having lured his friend into jail. He protested vigorously,
but was not even allowed to accompany Jeffes to the Ecole Militaire. It was only
after some heated argument that Jeffes was allowed five minutes at home, under
guard, to get a few belongings together to take with him. The Consul-General is
furious, and so am I when I remember how decently the German Vice-Consul here
was treated when the war broke out.

Early in the week Jack is to be sent down to Mons, to bring out some English nurses
who have been there nursing the British wounded. Two of them, Miss Hozier and
Miss Angela Manners, were in yesterday. They have been working hard during the
past three months and are now ready to go back to England if we can arrange for
passports.



Under the date of November 26th, General von Kraewel announces that he has
succeeded Baron von Lüttwitz, who has been transferred to the army at the front.

Hoover arrived from London this afternoon accompanied by Shaler and by Dr.
Rose, Henry James, Jr., and Mr. Bicknell of the Rockefeller Foundation, who have
come to look into conditions. There is plenty for them to see, and we shall do our
best to help them see it.

As we learned from a confidential source, several days ago, there has been a big
shake-up in the Government here. Both von der Goltz and von Lüttwitz have gone
and have been replaced---the first by Freiherr von Bissing, and the latter by General
von Kraewel. There are several explanations for the changes, but we don't yet know
what they mean.

Footnotes.

It would be also interesting compare with what Paul MAX (cousin of the
bourgmestre Adolphe MAX ) told about the same day in his Journal de
guerre (Notes d’un Bruxellois pendant l’Occupation 1914-1918) :

http://www.museedelavilledebruxelles.be/fileadmin/user
_upload/publications/Fichier_PDF/Fonte/Journal_de%2
0guerre_de_Paul_Max_bdef.pdf


